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The Development of the Semarang-Demak sea embankment toll road (TTLSD) is a
National Strategic Project (PSN) built to improve connectivity in the Pantura as well as to
avoid tidal flood that occur in the Semarang area. However, this development has
sparked controversy in the community, resulting in resistance to the construction of
TTLSD, the issue must be studied more deeply. This research examines the emergence of
community resistance to the development of TTLSD along with its forms and impacts.
This type of research is qualitative with a case study research design. The results of the
research show that the Tambakrejo community's resistance to the Semarang-Demak sea
toll project is caused by economic losses including reduced fishing catches and damage to
green mussel farming. Various forms of resistance have been carried out, such as
solidarity actions demanding compensation for green mussel farming. This resistance
made the community more aware of this issue, even though the community's demands
were not met, the developer offered a solution, they offered 600 job vacancies and also
the replacement of green mussel farmind media in the form of bamboo. Even though the
people of Tambakrejo showed resistance to the construction of the sea highway through
various forms of advocacy and negotiation, the development process continued without
any significant intervention from the central government; Even though several mediation
steps have been taken by local governments and developers, negative impacts on the local
economy and community rights still persist, reflecting an imbalance in the decision-
making process regarding infrastructure development.

1. INTRODUCTION

fishermen, who are now having difficulty
catching fish. Land that previously functioned
as ponds has been transformed into the ocean,

The transformation of the aquatic ecosystem
and mangrove forests along the Semarang-
Demak coast into the Semarang-Demak Sea
Wall Toll Road (TTLSD) has created a critical
issue that has attracted the attention of various
parties, especially related to the detrimental
environmental impacts. This toll road project
was initiated by a government policy aimed at
increasing infrastructure development to
overcome flooding problems and encourage
regional economic growth. However, the impact
of this project is very significant for local

@ (1) This is an open access article under the CC BY License
EY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

causing a decrease in catches and narrowing of
fishermen's fishing space. In addition, local
communities are now facing the threat of
increasingly frequent flooding, which is
increasingly threatening their lives and
livelihoods.

The chronology of community resistance
against the construction of TTLSD began when
the project was announced in 2018, when the
community began to feel the negative impacts of
the policy. Initially, resistance was carried out
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conventionally through demonstrations and
raising public opinion. One important symbolic
action was the ceremony to commemorate the
79th anniversary of Indonesian independence
which was held on the sea by the people of
Tambakrejo Village, where around 60 residents
used boats to voice their protests. This
ceremony was not only an annual ritual, but
also a symbol of the community's struggle
against threats to their living space. Over time,
the community realized the importance of
expanding the reach of their resistance by
utilizing information technology. In 2020,
digital resistance began to emerge, with the use
of social media as a tool to disseminate
information and raise public awareness.
Instagram accounts such as @malehdadisegoro
and @walhijateng became the main platforms
for conveying protests against the construction
of TTLSD. Through this digital campaign, the
community managed to reach a wider audience,
both locally and nationally, so that the issues
faced received greater attention.

To date, community resistance to the
TTLSD project continues to grow, with a
combination of conventional and digital
strategies. Communities continue to organize
demonstrations on the ground while also
utilizing online platforms to discuss the impacts
of this development, such as loss of livelihoods,
damage to marine ecosystems, and increased
flood risks. By combining these two approaches,
communities are trying to attract public
attention and create pressure on the
government to listen to their voices. This study
aims to evaluate the effectiveness of these
resistance strategies and their impacts on public
policy and the welfare of local communities.

The anatomy of community resistance to
the construction of the Semarang-Demak Sea
Wall Toll Road (TTLSD) shows a complexity
and depth that involves more than just
conventional and digital methods. In this
context, conventional resistance carried out
through demonstrations, symbolic actions, and
mass mobilization is the initial foundation of
this movement. The Tambakrejo Village
community, for example, has carried out
various actions in the field, such as holding an

independence commemoration ceremony on the
sea to express their dissatisfaction. These
actions have strong symbolic value, reminding
the community and authorities of the
importance of maintaining the living space and
sustainability of the ecosystem they depend on.

However, along with the development of
information technology, this resistance has
expanded with the existence of digital strategies.
Social media has become a powerful tool for the
community to reach a wider audience and
amplify their voices. By utilizing platforms such
as Instagram, the community has succeeded in
conveying the negative impacts of the TTLSD
development more widely and deeply. This
digital campaign not only disseminates
information, but also encourages community
participation in discussions about public policy
and advocating for change. This shows that
digital resistance not only functions as a
communication tool, but also as a platform for
mobilization and solidarity among activists.

In addition, the combination of
conventional and digital resistance has created a
powerful synergy, where both complement each
other in building awareness and influence.
Actions on the ground are often driven by
discussions and campaigns that occur online,
creating strong momentum for the movement.
People can quickly organize actions based on
the response and support they receive on social
media, amplifying their message and
influencing public opinion. Thus, the anatomy
of this resistance includes not only methods, but
also the interaction between various forms of
advocacy, creating a holistic and integrated
social movement in facing existing challenges.
The following are examples of resistance
activities both digitally
andconventional.Conventional forms of
resistance were carried out by the Tambakrejo
Village Community.
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Figure 1. Tambakrej Village Community
Protest
Source: Researcher documentation, 2024

Researchers conducted observations on
August 17, 2024 by observing the form of
rejection of the Tambakrejo Village community
regarding the Semarang-Demak Sea Wall Toll
Road Construction activity in their area. The
rejection activities carried out by the
community who were against the TTLSD
Construction activity were very visible with the
79th Indonesian Independence Day
commemoration ceremony on the sea,precisely
at the green mussel fish aggregating device
which is the source of livelihood for the majority
of Tambakrejo residents today. This ceremony
was attended by 60 residents using 13 boats.
This ceremony began with a boat parade and
ended at the green mussel fish aggregating
device owned by the Tambakrejo fishing village
cooperative. Although they routinely hold
ceremonies to commemorate the Indonesian
Independence Day, this time they did
something different by holding a ceremony on
the sea. This ceremony on the sea is not without
reason, according to Zuki this is a way for the
residents of the Tambakrejo Fishing Village to
voice their harmony and concern about the
current condition of their sea. In addition to the
decreasing catch, according to him, the fishing
space for fishermen is getting narrower day by
day. Then what about the lives of Tambakrejo
fishermen in the future, while Romadi is always
the ceremony instructor, inviting Tambakrejo
residents to fight to free themselves from the
threat of sea grabbing and land grabbing

(eviction).

In addition, Igbal Alma as the advocacy
and campaign manager of WALHI Central Java
said that Tambakrejo residents, the majority of
whom work as traditional fishermen, must face
various threats, ranging from the climate crisis,
decreasing catches to the threat of losing fishing
areas due to the pressure of city development
interests. For example, on the left side of the
Tambakrejo sea there will be a reclamation of
the Tanjung Mas port, on the right side the
Semarang-Demak sea wall toll road is being
built and on the front of the Tambakrejo sea it
enters the Tanjung Mas Port sea transportation
area. So this ceremony on the sea is an
expression that the living space of the
Tambakrejo community is under threat. The
following is an example of a digital resistance
activity. The form of digital resistance was
carried out by Instagram accounts named
@malehdadisegoro and @walhijateng.

wu®  walhijateng dan malehdadisegoro

Dampak Negatif
Tanggul Laut

Qs Q V3 [N

walhijateng Pers Rilis : Tanggul Laut Raksasa Melipatgandakan
Krisis Sosial-Ekologis Pantura Jawa.

Figure 2, Protest by Walhi Central Java & Maleh
Dadi Segoro Coalition Through Social Media
Source: Researcher Documentation, 2024

Figure 2 is a protest carried out through
the Instagram platform with the account names
@malehdadisegoro, @walhijateng,
@lbhsemarang, @koalisirakyatuntukhakatasair,
@rujakcrus, and @walhinasional. The protest
on Instagram media dissects all the impacts of
the problems caused by the TTLSD
Development. The form of rejection discusses
ANDAL, the impacts include the loss of
livelihoods of Tambakrejo residents, marine
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biota cannot develop and then have an impact
on the destruction of shrimp ponds, the risk of
flooding is increasing, damage to the area due to
the TTLSD project embankment, changes in sea
water to the east worsen abrasion, wells that are
affected by intrusion / cannot be used again.
This is getting hotter because resistance from
social media continues to be intensified.

Several previous studies have highlighted
issues relevant to this study. Smith and Jones
(2019), for example, in "Digital Activism and
Environmental Change: Case Studies from
Southeast Asia" examine how digital activism
has been used in Southeast Asia to voice
environmental issues and advocate for policy
change. Dewi (2021) in "Transformation of
Agricultural Land into Industry: Environmental
Impact Study in Central Java" explores the
impacts of the transformation of agricultural
land into various forms of industry in Central
Java, including its ecological and social impacts.
In addition, Karim (2020) in "The Role of
Government in Natural Resource Management:
The Case of Shrimp Farming in Indonesia"
analyzes the role and policies of government in
natural resource management, with a focus on
shrimp farming.

The research to be conducted is very
relevant and urgent because it combines two
important aspects, namely ecology and social
movements. By identifying the impacts of
TTLSD development and the role of social
movements, this study not only adds to the
academic understanding of these issues but also
provides practical recommendations for the
government, activists, and communities in
overcoming the ecological crisis through
technological innovation and public
participation. Changes in TTLSD Development
caused by government policies must be carefully
examined to understand the extent to which
these policies can be sustainable and do not
harm the environment and local communities.
In addition, the use of digital political media

and conventional media in advocating
environmental issues provides a new dimension
in social movements. Movements such as the
"Malih Dadi Segara" event that uses art
performances and digital platforms to voice

protests show how social media and technology
can be powerful tools in mobilizing public
opinion and influencing policy. This study will
evaluate the effectiveness of this strategy and
provide guidance for activists and policymakers
in using digital media for environmental
advocacy. Thus, this study not only contributes
to the academic literature on digital politics and
social movements in the context of the
environment in Indonesia, but also provides
practical solutions that can be applied to
overcome the ecological crisis faced. A
comprehensive understanding of the interaction
between government policies, environmental
impacts, and the role of digital politics in
advocacy can help create more effective
strategies to maintain ecological balance and
community welfare in the Semarang-Demak
Coast.

2. METHOD

The research approach used in this study is a
qualitative approach with a case study.
According to Creswell (2013), a case study is a
research method that emphasizes in-depth
exploration of a phenomenon in a real-life
context. This method is very relevant when
researchers want to explore complex and
dynamic events or phenomena, such as
community resistance to the construction of the
Semarang-Demak sea toll road in Tambakrejo
Village. In this study, a case study will be used
to understand the interaction between the
community and the parties involved in the toll
project, as well as the dynamics of resistance
that emerge in the field.

The case study research process requires
careful and structured observation. Researchers
must have a clear observation plan, starting
from the selection of participants, research
locations, to the types of data to be collected. In
the context of this research, observations are
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focused on the activities of communities
carrying out resistance, interactions between
communities and project developers, and the
use of social media as a means of disseminating
information and mobilizing movements. This
plan helps researchers collect relevant data and
deepen their understanding of the phenomenon
of resistance at the local community level.

Data collection in case study research is
holistic and in-depth, where researchers utilize
various data sources to build a comprehensive
narrative. Data are obtained through in-depth
interviews with key actors in community
resistance, direct observations in the field, and
documentation in the form of media reports and
official records. In addition, in the digital era,
social media is also an important source of data
that can be used to analyze how community
movements are formed, spread, and gain
support. This approach allows researchers to see
community resistance in a broader context,
including social, economic, political, and
environmental aspects.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The emergence of resistance to the
construction of the Semarang-Demak toll
road in Tambakrejo and the actors
involved

The resistance of the Tambakrejo
community to the Semarang Demak sea toll
road construction project began with local
concerns about the potential environmental and
economic impacts. The project was planned to
overcome tidal flooding and improve
connectivity between Semarang and Demak.
However, the Tambakrejo community, most of
whom work as fishermen, feel that this
development could destroy their livelihoods.
The 42-hectare mangrove forest that is a natural
habitat for marine products has been cleared,
the construction site is located in a small-scale
fishing area, limiting the reach of fishermen's

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
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activities, and the productive green mussel
cultivation area is threatened by the
construction of the toll road, which has resulted
in damage to the cultivation media and reduced
green mussel harvests.

PETA PENGUASAAN LAHAN DAN PESISIR
KELURAHAN TANJUNGMAS KECAMATAN SEMARANG UTARA
KOTA SEMARANG
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Figure 3, Land and Coastal Control Map of
Tanjungmas Village, North Semarang

District

Source: Central Java Environmental Forum,
2024 2024.

The image above explains the

distribution of fish aggregating devices
owned by residents of Tanjung Mas sub-
district, where the fish aggregating devices
owned by residents in the east are directly
opposite the TTLSD development. Many
residents feel that the development will
worsen their conditions rather than improve
them. They believe that this project benefits
certain parties, especially developers and
investors, rather than local communities
who depend on the waters of the ponds and
the coast for their livelihoods. This concern
has sparked various protests and public
discussions to voice their disapproval of this
project.

The emergence of community resistance
can also be seen as a response to the lack of
transparency in the project planning
process. A number of residents claimed not
to have received adequate information about
the long-term impacts of the toll road project
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on their lives. This lack of clarity has raised
suspicion and a sense of insecurity among
the community, which then developed into
protests and demands for a clear explanation
of the impacts of the project.

In addition to the affected communities,
resistance was also carried out by various
organizations, including the Hysteria group,
WALHI, the Maleh Dadi Segoro Coalition,
and several other Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs). Various forms of
resistance such as social media campaigns,
books, journals and other activities are easy
to find in various media. The presence of a
number of civil society organizations also
strengthened this resistance movement.
They helped residents understand their
rights and directed more organized
resistance strategies. In addition, fishermen
also held demonstrations against the
developers as a form of pressure on the
parties involved in this project.

The researcher conducted an interview
with Marzuki, a fisherman from Tambakrejo
Village. An excerpt from the interview is
explained as follows:

“The difficult situation faced by fishermen
due to the construction of the Semarang-
Demak sea toll road, that the fishermen's
fishing zone is now disrupted by this toll
road project, which limits their access to
fishing areas. As a result, fishermen often
have to look for new locations that are
further away, increasing operational costs,
and requiring them to wupdate their
equipment in order to compete with large
fishing gear owned by private vessels. One of
the impacts felt is the decline in the
fishermen's daily income, which usually
reaches IDR 70,000 to IDR 150,000 now
only IDR 50,000. In addition, fishermen
often lose their fishing gear due to
competition with large vessels operating in
the zone. The resistance actions carried out
by fishermen to fight for their rights and
compensation, only received an inadequate
response from the government, where the
nominal  compensation received by
fishermen was far from expectations, which

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
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was only given IDR 500,000.00 and basic
necessities. This is not compensation, but
only a donation/love. Although assisted by
various  organizations, the fear of
criminalization often causes this resistance
action not to continue.” (interview with
Marzuki, October 17, 2024).

The situation faced by the Tambakrejo
community  provides an  important
perspective on the impact of large
infrastructure development on small fishing
communities. Their income as fishermen has
decreased drastically because the fishing
space is getting narrower and the fish habitat
is disturbed by the concavity process, to get a
bigger catch of fish they have to go to further
areas until they enter the fishing area of
large vessels, in addition to this process
requiring higher operational costs such as
fuel and upgrading fishing equipment, they
also face the risk of fishing equipment being
damaged due to collisions with larger
vessels.

Although the development of the sea toll
road is recognized as having long-term
economic benefits in the form of accessibility
and tourism potential, there are still gaps in
the consultation process and compensation
for communities directly affected. This
highlights the urgent need for more inclusive
and equitable policies, especially in
addressing the fate of small fishermen who
depend on their fishing grounds for their
daily survival. Researchers see that without
concrete solutions or adequate support
mechanisms, the potential for social conflict
will continue to exist. Here, the importance
of the role of the government and various
stakeholders in listening to the aspirations of
affected communities and providing
solutions will greatly help maintain the
balance between infrastructure development
and local economic sustainability. Examples
of solutions that the government can offer
include relocating green mussel cultivation
or helping to upgrade fishermen's
equipment.

The emergence of resistance carried out
by the Tambakrejo community is based on
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the impact of the TTLSD development that
they received directly, especially in terms of
economy; (a) Environmental damage causes
fish habitat to decrease (b) The location of
the TTLSD development is in the fishing
area of small fishermen, thus narrowing the
fishermen's  fishing range (¢) The
construction of the TTLSD which is in the
green mussel cultivation area causes the
cultivation media, namely fish aggregating
devices, to be damaged and also reduces the
harvest. This impact is the basis for the
emergence of resistance from the
community.

The resistance carried out by the
community aims to ensure that the
community is always involved in the
development  planning  process, the
community also demands that the economic
losses they experience, both from reduced
catches and damage to green mussel fish
aggregating devices, be compensated by the
government or the project developer. This
resistance reflects a form of collective
resistance driven by awareness of their
rights to living space. This resistance shows
that coastal communities have deep local
wisdom related to their way of life and
livelihood patterns that are directly related
to marine ecosystems and marine
cultivation. They feel that the sustainability
of their lives depends on the sustainability of
the existing ecosystem.

This study also looks at how the
resistance that occurs is not only directed at
the project itself, but also at government
policies that do not involve community
participation. In this context, the community
is trying to show that they have a voice and
need to be involved in decisions that affect
their lives. Thus, this resistance is not only
ecological but also political, showing the
relationship between environmental
sovereignty and the right to livelihood.

In terms of methodology, this research
analysis uses a qualitative approach by
conducting in-depth interviews with a
number of affected Tambakrejo residents.
This method allows researchers to
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understand the community's perspective in
more depth, especially regarding their
concerns about the toll road project which is
considered to be detrimental to them. The
results of this interview show that most
people think that the project was carried out
without considering the long-term impacts
on the environment and their livelihoods.

This study also analyzes how community
resistance creates social solidarity among
them, as well as support from various social
institutions such as Walhi, Maleh Dadi
Segoro Coalition, Hysteria, etc. The
collaboration between them also strengthens
the ongoing resistance.

Based on interviews with informants, it is
clear that the development of TTLSD has a
complex impact on coastal communities.
From the researcher's perspective, the
informant stated the negative impact of this
project on the environment, especially on
the fishing zone and green mussel
cultivation. The loss of fishing zones due to
the project boundaries narrowing the fishing
area and the loss of mangrove forests also
disrupt the balance of the existing
ecosystem. Likewise, the cultivation of green
mussels which are the mainstay of income
for Tambakrejo residents has also been
damaged and the harvest has decreased.
This has caused significant economic losses
for fishermen.

From a social perspective, the
community has attempted to resist through
demonstrations and demands for
compensation for the loss of fishermen's
assets, such as fish aggregating devices, due
to the construction of the project. However,
these demands have not been fully
accommodated, and there is a sense of
frustration among small fishermen who feel
they are being marginalized in the
development process. The presence of
support groups such as the Legal Aid
Institute (LBH), WALHI, the Maleh Dadi
Segoro Coalition and several student
organizations indicate support from civil
society, but the limited further action also
indicates that there is fear from the
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community. From  the  researcher's
perspective, this indicates that the fishing
community has not only lost a source of
income, but also experienced uncertainty in
terms of legal rights to their fishing grounds
and the environment in which they live.

Although the TTLSD project presents
challenges, there are also positive impacts
that are recognized by the community, such
as preventing rob and opportunities for
developing marine tourism. The
community's awareness to switch to
economic alternatives, such as green mussel
cultivation and other businesses, shows their
resilience in adapting. As researchers, it is
important to appreciate these efforts and
consider that the development of economic
alternatives needs to receive continuous
support from the government or the private
sector so that the community can feel the
benefits of balanced development.

Overall, this condition shows the need for
a holistic approach involving various parties
in development planning, especially for
coastal areas such as Tambakrejo. By
prioritizing transparency and dialogue,
development projects such as TTLSD are
expected to not only focus on infrastructure
aspects, but also consider the social and
economic impacts of the local community.
Closer collaboration between the
government, community, and supporting
organizations willsupporting the creation of
fair and sustainable solutions for all parties
involved.

Form of community resistance against
the construction of the Semarang-
Demak toll road in Tambakrejo

The form of community resistance focuses
on social movements. In facing the
construction of the Semarang-Demak sea
toll road, the Tambakrejo community has
taken various forms of resistance colored by
social solidarity, involvement in arts and
culture, and collective action to voice
aspirations. One form of resistance that has
been consistently carried out is collaboration
between the community and various
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organizations, including the Hysteria group,
WALHI, the Maleh Dadi Segoro Coalition,
and several other Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs). This collaboration
aims to provide legal advocacy support and
strengthen solidarity to ensure that the
rights of the Tambakrejo community are still
considered.

Advocacy includes community
organizations such as WALHI, Semarang
Legal Aid Institute (LBHS), Indonesian
Institute of Sciences (LIPI), Indonesian
Traditional Fishermen's Union (KNTI),
research institutions from universities,
namely Diponegoro University,
Soegijapranata Catholic University (Unika),
Semarang  State  University,  Utrecht
University, Gadjah Mada University, Panca
Bhakti University.

The author conducted an interview
with Igbal from WALHI Central Java
regarding WALHI's assistance efforts for the
Tambakrejo community affected by the
construction of the Semarang-Demak sea
toll road. The interview excerpt is explained
as follows:

“Since 2017, we have started assisting the
Tambakrejo community in dealing with the
impacts of the river normalization project
and other developments. WALHI plays a role
in organizing residents, providing training,
and strengthening their capacity. Currently,
Tambakrejo residents have been living in
this area since 1975, but development
projects put them at risk of losing the land
they have lived on for decades. In fact, many
have had to move to tenement houses after
being evicted,” (interview with Igbal,
October 2024). He added that community
resistance began to emerge around 2016,
when they reported their problems to LBH
and WALHI.

"We assist communities in the
consolidation process, especially during the
eviction period. This assistance focuses on
meeting the needs of residents, land
restoration, and economic support for the
sustainability of their lives. In this
assistance, we also encourage residents to
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discuss and understand the impact of the
project on the economy and ecosystem of the
fishing zone, both at sea and on land, which
they rely heavily on,” he continued
(interview with Igbal, October 22, 2024).

Igbal's statement shows that WALHI has
played an active role in assisting the
Tambakrejo community with various efforts
to strengthen their position in defending
their land and economic rights amidst
development pressures.

The approach taken by the Tambakrejo
community focuses on the cultural aspect,
which is manifested through the "Dandan
Segoro" tradition to the "Maleh dadi Segoro"
event. This annual tradition is not only an
expression of their love for the sea, but also a
symbol of resistance to development that has
the potential to change their living
conditions. This cultural tradition is an
effective medium to display their existence
as part of a coastal area that has a strong
identity and cultural roots.

In addition, resistance is also manifested
in the form of artistic collaborations, such as
music concerts and festivals involving local
and international artists. For example, in
2024, an event was held featuring artists
from Spain with the concept of a public
space made of bamboo. This activity not only
attracted public attention but also
highlighted the importance of maintaining a
comfortable and decent living space for
coastal residents of Tambakrejo. This artistic
activity  functions as a  creative
communication medium to channel
messages and aspirations of the community
openly but peacefully.

The form of collective resistance that
emerged by the Tambakrejo community in
defending their rights to living space. The
resistance that emerged reflects collective
awareness of the importance of coastal
ecosystems for the sustainability of their
lives, where coastal communities show a
strong desire to maintain the balance of the
environment that has become a source of
their livelihood. This shows that coastal
communities have a deep understanding of
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the role of ecosystems in supporting their
daily lives.

In the context of this research, it was
found that the forms of resistance to the
development of TTLSD are very diverse, the
community is able to collaborate with
various organizations and institutions to
carry out various forms of resistance, in the
form of social solidarity, the community
conveys demands for their losses to the
Semarang City Fisheries Service and also to
the developer of TTLSD section 1, namely JO
CRBC-WIKA-PP. With the collaboration of
the Tambakrejo community and Hysteria,
they are able to voice their identity and
existence through arts and culture media
such as the Maleh Dadi Segoro art event,
through this event the community can
convey their concerns more widely. Likewise
with the collaboration of the community
with  WALHI and also the Maleh Dadi
Segoro Coalition where they are able to
increase internal capacity such as economic
development, one of which is by forming a
joint business cooperative and also various
training. These forms of collaboration also
have wide dissemination outputs such as
Journals, Books and also digital campaigns.

The resistance carried out by coastal
communities is not only related to certain
development projects, but also targets
government policies that do not involve
community participation in the planning
process. Through this form of resistance,
communities want to emphasize that they
have the right to be involved in decision-
making concerning the future and the
environment in which they live. This
resistance is political and ecological,
showing that environmental sovereignty and
the right to livelihood are two interrelated
things.

This study uses a qualitative approach
with in-depth interview techniques with
affected residents. This approach allows
researchers to gain a deeper understanding
of the community's perspective, especially
regarding their concerns about development
projects that are considered potentially
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detrimental. The results of the interviews
showed that most residents felt that this
project did not consider the long-term
impacts on environmental sustainability and
their economic well-being.

From interviews with community
leaders, an overview of the impact of the
project on green mussel cultivation and
fishermen's fishing areas was obtained.
These figures assessed that the development
project could damage the environment and
reduce their catch. This negative impact has
the potential to reduce fishermen's income
and create uncertainty for the sustainability
of their lives.

Economically, coastal communities
experience significant losses because this
project narrows fishing areas, damages
green mussel cultivation aggregating devices
and disrupts the balance of the marine
ecosystem. Although there are independent
efforts by the community to go to sea in
other areas and also move the cultivation
aggregating devices to other places. This
finding shows that the community is trying
to be adaptive, but still needs assistance to
maintain the sustainability of their economy.

The study also noted that the community
made various resistance efforts such as
demonstrations and demands for
compensation for damaged assets. However,
these demands were not fully accommodated
by the relevant parties, causing frustration
among the community who felt that their
rights were  being ignored.  This
dissatisfaction shows that the community
still has limitations in demanding their
rights to the environment.

Although the community considers the
negative impacts of this project, some of
them acknowledge the benefits, such as
preventing tidal floods and developing
tourism. The community's awareness to
switch to other economic sectors shows their
resilience in facing change. This needs to be
appreciated as an effort to adapt to existing
challenges.

As a researcher, it is important to note
that the role of government and the private
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sector is very much needed in supporting the
economic adaptation of coastal
communities. =~ The  development  of
sustainable economic alternatives can help
communities feel the positive impacts of
balanced development. This approach shows
the need for continuous collaboration
between various parties.

From this analysis, it is clear that a
holistic approach is needed in coastal
development  planning. Infrastructure
development such as sea toll and coastal belt
projects need to consider not only technical
aspects but also socio-economic impacts on
local communities. By  prioritizing
transparency and dialogue, development
projects can minimize negative impacts felt
by the community.

This study identifies the importance of
collaboration between communities,
governments, and supporting organizations
to create equitable and sustainable solutions.
Community participation in development
planning can strengthen relationships
between  stakeholders and increase
community trust in policies made.

The researcher also noted that there were
technical constraints and limitations in the
data collection process, which affected the
accuracy of the research results. These
constraints included limited access to data
and the influence of external factors that
may have affected the interview results. This
suggests that this study has limitations that
need to be considered in interpreting the
results.

The results of this study indicate the need
for caution in drawing conclusions. The
relationship found between development
projects and socio-economic conditions of
the community is correlative and cannot be
considered as a cause-and-effect
relationship. Thus, interpretation of the
results must be done with objectivity to
avoid unfounded assumptions.

This research is expected to provide
useful insights for policy makers, especially
in considering the socio-economic impacts
of development projects in coastal areas. The
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findings also show that coastal communities
have valuable local knowledge in
understanding environmental dynamics and
economic adaptation.

As an initial study, these results are
expected to be the basis for further, more in-
depth studies. Further research with
different methods can provide new
perspectives that enrich the understanding
of the relationship between development
projects and the welfare of coastal
communities.

This study also emphasizes the
importance of an inclusive approach in
development planning so as not to cause
inequality that is detrimental to certain
community groups. Inclusive development
will  support economic, social, and
environmental sustainability in coastal
areas. In the final analysis, this study shows
that the collective resistance of coastal
communities is not only a form of protest
but also a representation of their need for
ecological and economic justice. This needs
special attention so that the development
carried out can provide benefits to all
components of society without leaving out
certain groups.

The impact of community resistance
to the policy and process of the
Semarang-Demak sea toll road
development in Tambakrejo

The Tambakrejo community, most of whom
are fishermen and mussel farmers, have long
depended on the marine and coastal
environment for their livelihoods. However,
the sea toll road development project has
brought about various changes that affect
social, economic, and environmental aspects
which then gave rise to forms of resistance
from residents. In this context, resistance is
defined as a form of community action or
reaction that is more focused on defending
their immediate interests without a
confrontational approach.

One form of resistance that emerged was
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in the form of protests from residents who
focused on the reduced fish catch due to the
construction of the TTLSD and the impact of
damage to fish aggregating devices (FADs)
or mussel cultivation aids in the form of
bamboo placed in the sea to support the
growth of biota such as green mussels. Based
on the results of interviews with the
Tambakrejo youth association, it was
discovered that the construction of the sea
toll road had a significant impact on fish
catches and green mussel harvests, which
can usually be harvested up to four times a
year, now only once a year. This situation
triggered residents' concerns and desires to
voice their dissatisfaction, but the protests
they made were not frontal but focused on
the impact of damage to fish aggregating
devices (FADs). Below is a green mussel
cultivation FAD.

The impact of community resistance to
the construction of the Semarang-Demak sea
toll road in Tambakrejo shows that local
people prefer peaceful and organized
resistance rather than a confrontational
approach. In facing this national-scale
project, the Tambakrejo community chose to
defend their rights and convey their
aspirations through official channels and
collaboration with supporting organizations.
This choice reflects a wise approach from
residents who are trying to maintain their
lives without directly conflicting with
government policies.

This resistance can be seen from the
residents’ efforts to express their
dissatisfaction with the sea toll project,
especially regarding its impact on the
livelihoods of fishermen and fish farmers.
Although most of the community have
received compensation, the main problem
related to the decline in fish catches and
green mussel cultivation has not yielded
results. These concerns were conveyed
calmly through formal channels, indicating
that the community prefers an approach that
seeks solutions rather than simply rejecting
development.

In addition, the collaboration between
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the Tambakrejo community and
organizations such as WALHI and the Maleh
Dadi Segoro Coalition adds an important
dimension to this conventional resistance.
Through support from the supporting
organizations, the community is assisted in
understanding their rights and the
environmental impacts of the development
project. The coalition helps residents
organize themselves and discuss long-term
steps forward, especially in terms of capacity
building and economic sustainability amidst
existing challenges.

One of the strengths of the Tambakrejo
community's resistance is a more proactive
approach in involving themselves in
discussions held by supporting
organizations. Through these forums, the
community can clarify their rights in the
context of national development. This
approach  reflects the community's
commitment to maintaining the
sustainability of their lives in coastal areas
without having to confront the government
or project developers directly.

In addition to discussions, the
community also uses cultural media as a
form of symbolic resistance. Events such as
the boyongan tradition and sea alms are
used to express the community's attachment
to the coastal environment they inhabit.
Through this tradition, residents hope to
show the public that they have the right to
survive in the area. This is a form of
resistance that highlights local identity,
where culture is used as a symbol of a strong
connection to nature.

The optimistic view of the local
government regarding the future economic
potential of the development of the sea toll
road, especially in the tourism sector, shows
a gap in perspective with the community.
Although it is recognized that there are
economic opportunities, the community still
doubts the extent to which they can feel the
direct benefits. This reflects that the
community's desire to be more actively
involved in the planning and
implementation of the project is still not well
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accommodated.

The main criticisms raised by the
community are related to transparency and
compensation. The community hopes that
the compensation process, especially related
to damage to fish aggregating devices and
decreased catches, will be carried out more
fairly. Although the donations have been
made, the community still demands an
evaluation so that the decrease in their
income due to environmental impacts can be
considered.

The neutral stance taken by the local
government in dealing with this project
shows the limited authority at the regional
level. As a national strategic project, the sea
toll project has been decided at the central
level so that the local government can only
play a role in socialization and
communication. This creates a situation
where the community feels less heard
directly by the responsible authorities, so
they choose to convey their aspirations
through supporting institutions.

The community approach that prioritizes
strengthening internal capacity shows a form
of constructive resistance. With skills
training and economic empowerment by
organizations such as Hysteria, it is hoped
that the community can find new economic
opportunities that can support their welfare.
This resistance is not only focused on
rejecting the project, but also on adapting to
change by utilizing support from external
parties.

It is also important to note that the
community's efforts to maintain their
traditional livelihoods show a meaningful
form of resistance. As fishermen and fish
farmers, they still want to carry out the
economic activities that have become their
identity. Although there are efforts to
provide condolences/donations for the
damaged fish aggregating devices, the
community remains concerned about the
decline in fish catches that will affect their
income.

Support from academics also helped
strengthen the resistance of the Tambakrejo
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community in defending their rights.
Through academic discussions involving
research on the environmental impacts of
the sea toll project, the community gained
legitimacy for their concerns. This gave them
the opportunity to raise public awareness of
the issues they faced without having to
engage in confrontational actions.

Increasing public awareness through arts
and cultural activities held by supporting
organizations such as Hysteria also shows a
creative approach to community resistance.
Through art events, the community has
succeeded in conveying messages about the
changes they face to a wider audience. This
is a form of resistance that seeks to build
public empathy through media that is easier
to understand.

From a research perspective, the
resistance carried out by the Tambakrejo
community can be seen as an effort to
maintain their rights and identity amidst the
modernization  process that  brings
significant  changes.  Although  this
development project is expected to have a
positive economic impact, in reality for
coastal communities, this change is more
complex because it touches various aspects
of their lives.

In the long term, the resistance of the
Tambakrejo community shows the potential
to become a movement that supports more
sustainable and inclusive development. By
fighting for their rights through official
channels and without direct confrontational
action, the community is trying to make this
project an opportunity to gain attention for
their interests.

The  involvement of  supporting
organizations and academics also helped to
form a more comprehensive understanding
of the issues faced by the community. This
collaboration shows that conventional
resistance can be an effective channel for
aspirations when the community has the
support of more influential parties in the
social and political system.

The absence of the Legal Aid Institute
(LBH) since 2020 indicates a gap in the legal
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assistance needed to protect citizens' rights.
This analysis suggests that communities may
consider returning to advocacy networks
such as LBH that have previously helped
them, especially in dealing with eviction
issues. LBH's past involvement
demonstrates its potential as a strategic
partner in providing legal assistance and
advocacy to strengthen communities'
bargaining position in the face of
government policies that impact them. Thus,
encouraging communities to re-establish
relationships with LBH or other advocacy
institutions can be a strategic step in fighting
for their rights in the issue of sea toll road
development.

Overall, the resistance of the Tambakrejo
community reflects an effort to maintain the
balance of life amidst the major changes
brought about by the construction of the sea
toll road. Through a more peaceful and
organized approach, the community shows
that they are not against development, but
hope that this process can proceed by
considering their interests as coastal
communities who depend on marine
resources for their livelihoods.

On the one hand, this project presents a
big challenge for the Tambakrejo
community, but on the other hand, this
project also opens up opportunities to
increase the community's capacity to face
change. The efforts of economic
empowerment and cultural preservation
carried out by the community show that they
are not only focused on rejecting the project,
but also trying to find solutions that can
maintain the sustainability of their lives.

By continuing to prioritize peaceful and
constructive forms of resistance, the
Tambakrejo  community shows  that
development does not have to be one-sided.
Through dialogue, collaboration, and
adaptation, they strive to ensure that the sea
toll road development project is in line with
their interests as a coastal community that
has the right to live and develop in its
territory.

The author conducted an interview with
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Adin, a representative of the Hysteria
organization, regarding their role in assisting
the Tambakrejo community in facing the
impacts of the Semarang-Demak sea toll
road construction. The interview excerpt is
explained as follows:

“Hysteria seeks to assist the Tambakrejo
community by providing a space for them to
express their concerns and hopes through
art and culture. We believe that this
approach can be an alternative in voicing the
impacts they experience, without having to
go through confrontational actions. Through
activities such as art exhibitions and cultural
discussions, the community can convey a
broader message about their dependence on
coastal ecosystems and the changes they face
due to this project. Hysteria also establishes
empowerment classes to improve the skills
of residents, both in terms of economic and
creative skills” (interview with Adin, October
17, 2024).

Adin's opinion is strengthened by Purna's
opinion, the author also conducted an
interview with Purna, a representative of the
Hysteria organization. The interview excerpt
is explained as follows.

"We do not only focus on resistance in
the form of criticism of development, but
also support the community to be able to
adapt. Through skills training, we hope that
residents can find new economic alternatives
amidst the changes that are taking place.
This is a form of peaceful resistance and has
long-term goals,” he explained again
(interview with Purna, October 17, 2024).

Purna's statement illustrates Hysteria's
approach that uses art and culture as a
medium of communication for the
Tambakrejo community, while focusing on
empowering and strengthening the capacity
of residents to adapt amidst ongoing
development projects. The following are
other impacts received by Tambakrejo
Village as a green mussel farmer.

This study focuses on the socio-economic
impacts experienced by fish aggregating
device (FAD) and pond farmers due to the
construction of the Semarang-Demak Sea
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Toll Road (TTLSD) which is integrated with
the sea wall in the coastal area of Semarang
City. Although there are a number of social
assistance provided, such as cash assistance
of Rp500,000 and basic necessities, the
government and developers do not provide
compensation to the affected communities.
The legal basis used by the developer states
that the land occupied by the farmers is
"destroyed land," namely land that has
turned into sea due to natural factors.
Because the ownership status of the land is
not recognized by the government, there is
no legal basis for providing formal
compensation. Meanwhile, the legal basis
used by the government through the
Fisheries Service is that green mussel
cultivation cannot be categorized as
cultivation because there is no process of
purchasing seeds, feeding, etc.

This policy has caused problems for fish
aggregating device farmers, who have
depended on green mussel cultivation for
their livelihoods. Although they have been
given "tali asih" as a form of assistance, the
amount is far from enough to replace the
source of their livelihood lost due to eviction.
The farmers feel they have no power to
defend their land, considering that the land
is considered state land that is not legally
valid. This condition has triggered
dissatisfaction and disappointment among
the community, especially because this
damage has a direct impact on their family's
income and welfare.

In addition to the loss of income sources,
another impact of the TTLSD development is
environmental changes that affect the socio-
economic conditions of coastal communities.
The construction of embankments that
function to hold back tidal flooding is indeed
intended to protect coastal areas from the
risk of flooding, but these benefits have not
been felt directly by fish aggregating device
farmers. For them, the land that is a source
of income has been lost, while other
alternative sources of livelihood are not yet
available. This poses a challenge for coastal
communities to adapt to the new situation
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without adequate support from the
government.

In an interview with Siti Mashitoh, S. Pi.,
Msg from the Semarang City Fisheries
Service, several things related to the
construction of the Semarang-Demak sea
toll road and its impact on Tambakrejo
fishermen were revealed. Siti expressed her
concern over the lack of transparency in the
environmental impact study conducted in
this project. According to her, data related to
environmental impacts should be opened to
the Fisheries Service to facilitate a better
understanding of the impacts experienced by
coastal communities. The following are
details of the interview with Siti Mashitoh.

"We were not given access to the
environmental impact study data, even
though we need to know how this
development affects fishermen and coastal
ecosystems, I also regret the cutting down of
mangrove forests, which are important
ecosystems for the sustainability of local
fishermen's lives." (Interview with Siti
Masithoh, Semarang City Fisheries Service)

As a researcher, it is important to look at
this from a balanced perspective. On the one
hand, the government has a responsibility to
accelerate the development of infrastructure
such as sea toll roads, which aim to boost the
economy and reduce the impact of tidal
flooding in coastal areas. But on the other
hand, projects like this bring major changes
that cannot be ignored in terms of their
impact on the surrounding community. In
this case, the lack of transparency in
environmental impact studies can create a
sense of distrust among the community and
related agencies, especially when the data is
needed to understand the direct impact on
coastal ecosystems and the economic life of
fishermen.

Green mussel fish aggregating devices,
which are the main source of livelihood for
Tambakrejo fishermen, are not included in
the government's compensation scheme
because they are not considered a cultivation
activity. This is a problem that makes some
fishermen feel wunfair, because the
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construction of green mussel fish
aggregating devices requires a lot of capital.
However, the government is also faced with
legal constraints, because there are
regulations that limit the provision of
compensation for certain types of
cultivation. In this case, efforts to find a
solution are urgently needed so that both
parties can find a fairer and more acceptable
path.

Regarding communication between
fishermen and the government, Ms. Siti also
highlighted the lack of socialization of the
sea toll development in Tambakrejo.
According to her, although administratively
this project is in the Genuk area, its effects
are also felt by coastal communities in
Tambakrejo, who should receive adequate
information about the project. Wider
socialization can help the community
understand the development plan and its
impacts, so that they can take the right steps
in dealing with this change. The lack of
communication causes fishermen to feel less
involved in the planning process, resulting in
an imbalance in understanding and interests
between the two parties.

As a recommendation, a more
collaborative advocacy approach is needed
between fishermen and the government. Ms.
Siti Mashitoh suggested that fishermen be
more proactive in working with advocacy
organizations such as LBH & KNTI to voice
their aspirations. An example of a case in
Terboyowetan, Genuk District, where
fishermen had difficulty going to sea because
of the pier access affected by the
construction of TTLSD, the government
mediated with all related parties which
finally resulted in 2 solutions, namely the
construction of a temporary pier and also the
absorption of workers in the TTLSD project,
this shows that community participation and
good communication can produce solutions.
In this way, the sea toll project can continue
without ignoring the interests and welfare of
the coastal communities affected.
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4. CONCLUSION

First, there is resistance in the construction of
the Semarang-Demak sea wall toll road
(TTLSD), including (1) Resistance of the
Tambakrejo community against the Semarang-
Demak sea toll project caused by economic
losses including reduced catches of fishermen
and damage to green mussel cultivation fish
aggregating devices, (2) Damage to the
environment/marine ecosystem, (3) Actors of
resistance include the community, supporting
advocacy such as Walhi, Hysteria, Maleh Dadi
Segoro Coalition. The results of the second
study, (1) cross-organizational academic
discussions and publications in the form of
journals, books, news, social media platforms,
(2) community protests through arts and
culture such as murals and art performances,
(3) direct action through demonstrations
demanding compensation. The third research
result, community resistance to the construction
of the sea toll road in Tambakrejo has had
positive and negative impacts, namely: (1) The
government and developer did not approve the
request for compensation for damage to fish
aggregating devices (2) Tambakrejo fishermen
did not receive compensation for the reduced
catch (3) The developer offered 600 job
vacancies in the TTLSD project for affected
fishermen and also bamboo to replace fish
aggregating devices (4) Tambakrejo residents
succeeded in collaborating with various non-
governmental institutions such as creating joint
business cooperatives and various training to
increase the economic value of fishermen's
catch and also green mussel cultivation.

The conclusion of the research results is that
although the Tambakrejo community showed
resistance to the construction of the sea toll
road through various forms of advocacy and
negotiation, the development process continued
without any significant intervention from the

Ot
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central government; although several mediation
steps were taken by the local government and
developers, negative impacts on the local
economy and community rights still persist,
reflecting an imbalance in the decision-making
process related to infrastructure development.
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