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This article examines the role of Islamic education in promoting moral and ethical values 
among modern youth, utilizing a qualitative approach through literature review and 
library research. In an era characterized by rapid technological advancement and shifting 
cultural paradigms, the youth face numerous challenges that may compromise their 
moral integrity and ethical behavior. Islamic education, with its comprehensive 
framework rooted in the teachings of the Quran and Hadith, offers valuable insights and 
guidelines that can effectively address these challenges. This study highlights the 
significance of Islamic values such as honesty, compassion, and justice, which are 
essential for nurturing responsible and ethical individuals. By analyzing various scholarly 
articles, books, and educational resources, the research identifies key pedagogical 
strategies employed in Islamic education that foster moral development. Additionally, the 
findings suggest that integrating modern educational methodologies with traditional 
Islamic teachings can create a more engaging learning environment for youth. The article 
concludes by emphasizing the importance of reinforcing Islamic education as a 
foundational element in shaping the moral compass of future generations, ultimately 
contributing to a more ethical society. 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

In the context of contemporary society, modern 

youth face a myriad of challenges that test their 

moral and ethical values. Rapid globalization, 

technological advancements, and exposure to 

diverse cultural perspectives have led to 

significant shifts in the behavioral norms of 

young individuals (Riaz et al., 2023). This 

phenomenon raises concerns about the 

declining moral standards among youth, as 

evidenced by increasing instances of unethical 

behavior, such as dishonesty and social 

disconnection (Kurata, 2024). Islamic 

education, deeply rooted in the teachings of the 

Quran and Hadith, offers a comprehensive 

framework for instilling moral and ethical 

values, making it a critical area of exploration in 

addressing these contemporary challenges 

(Ahmad et al., 2023). Despite its importance, 

there is a notable research gap regarding the 

specific mechanisms through which Islamic 

education influences the moral development of 

youth in modern contexts (Elsayed et al., 2023). 

The urgency of this research is underscored by 

the rising prevalence of moral crises among 

youth, which can lead to broader societal issues, 

including increased crime rates and social 

unrest (Basri, 2024). While previous studies 

have examined the impact of religious education 

on youth behavior, few have focused specifically 

on the unique contributions of Islamic teachings 

to the promotion of moral values (Akram et al., 
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2023). This study aims to address this gap by 

investigating the role of Islamic education in 

fostering ethical behavior among modern youth, 

thereby emphasizing its significance in today’s 

society (Halstead, 2007). 

 

The novelty of this research lies in its qualitative 

approach, which combines literature review and 

library research to provide a comprehensive 

analysis of the pedagogical strategies employed 

in Islamic education (Bahroni, 2014). The 

primary objective of this study is to elucidate 

how Islamic education promotes moral and 

ethical values, ultimately contributing to the 

development of responsible and ethical 

individuals (Ibrahim et al., 2024). The findings 

will have significant implications for educators, 

policymakers, and religious leaders, 

encouraging the integration of Islamic 

principles into modern educational frameworks 

to foster a more ethical society. 

 

While existing literature has explored the 

general impact of religious education on youth 

behavior, there is a lack of focused studies that 

specifically examine the role of Islamic 

education in promoting moral values among 

youth in contemporary settings (Rusdi et al., 

2023). Most studies have addressed the 

theoretical aspects of Islamic education without 

delving into its practical implications and 

effectiveness in shaping ethical behavior 

(Yakubu & Aziz, 2024). This research aims to fill 

this gap by providing empirical evidence and 

insights into the specific ways Islamic education 

can influence the moral development of youth 

today. 

 

The urgency of this research is evident in the 

increasing reports of unethical behavior among 

youth, which can have far-reaching 

consequences for society as a whole (Elzamzamy 

& Keshavarzi, 2019). The moral fabric of society 

is at risk, and it is imperative to explore effective 

educational frameworks that can counteract this 

trend. Islamic education, with its emphasis on 

ethical principles and moral values, presents a 

viable solution to addressing the moral 

dilemmas faced by modern youth (Syaiful & 

Anam, 2024). By investigating this topic, the 

research aims to contribute to the development 

of strategies that can enhance the moral and 

ethical upbringing of young individuals. 

 

Previous studies have highlighted the 

importance of religious education in shaping 

moral values, but many have focused on broader 

religious contexts rather than specifically on 

Islamic education (Abu‐Rabi, 1989). For 

instance, research has shown that religious 

teachings can positively influence youth 

behavior, promoting values such as honesty, 

respect, and responsibility (Siddiqui, 2021). 

However, these studies often lack a detailed 

exploration of the pedagogical methods 

employed in Islamic education that facilitate 

this moral development (Karim et al., 2024). 

This research seeks to build upon existing 

literature by providing a focused analysis of the 

specific strategies and teachings within Islamic 

education that contribute to moral and ethical 

values among youth. 

 

The novelty of this study lies in its qualitative 

approach, which emphasizes the practical 

application of Islamic educational principles in 

contemporary settings. By utilizing a 

combination of literature review and library 

research, this study aims to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of how Islamic 

education can effectively promote moral and 

ethical values among modern youth (Hikmawati 

et al., 2024). This approach not only enhances 

the theoretical framework of Islamic education 

but also offers practical insights for educators 

and policymakers seeking to implement 
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effective moral education strategies. 

 

The primary objective of this study is to 

investigate the role of Islamic education in 

promoting moral and ethical values among 

modern youth. Specifically, it aims to: 

1. Identify the key teachings and principles 

of Islamic education that contribute to 

moral development. 

2. Analyze the pedagogical strategies 

employed in Islamic education that 

facilitate the promotion of ethical 

behavior. 

3. Explore the impact of Islamic education 

on the moral values and ethical behavior 

of youth in contemporary society. 

 

The findings of this research will have 

significant implications for various 

stakeholders, including educators, 

policymakers, and religious leaders. By 

highlighting the importance of Islamic 

education in promoting moral and ethical 

values, this study aims to encourage the 

integration of Islamic principles into modern 

educational frameworks (Khan, 2021). 

Additionally, the insights gained from this 

research can inform the development of 

effective moral education programs that address 

the unique challenges faced by youth today. 

 

1. Islamic Education: Islamic education 

refers to the structured system of 

learning that encompasses the teachings 

of Islam, including the Quran, Hadith, 

and Islamic jurisprudence. It aims to 

instill a comprehensive understanding of 

Islamic principles and values, guiding 

individuals in their personal, social, and 

spiritual lives (Nordin et al., 2024). 

Islamic education emphasizes not only 

the acquisition of knowledge but also the 

cultivation of character, which is 

essential for fostering ethical behavior 

among youth (Serour, 2013). The 

curriculum often includes discussions on 

moral dilemmas, ethical decision-

making, and the importance of virtues 

such as honesty, compassion, and justice 

(Ahnan’Azzam & Leany, 2024). This 

educational framework serves as a 

foundation for developing a strong moral 

compass in young individuals, preparing 

them to navigate the complexities of 

modern life while adhering to ethical 

standards. 

 

2. Moral Values: Moral values encompass 

the principles and standards that guide 

behavior, distinguishing right from 

wrong. In the context of Islamic 

education, moral values are derived from 

religious teachings and are integral to the 

development of a sound ethical 

framework (Dulyapit & Ulfa, 2024). 

These values include respect for others, 

responsibility, integrity, and empathy, 

which are crucial for nurturing a sense of 

community and social cohesion among 

youth (Nordin et al., 2024). Islamic 

education promotes these values through 

various pedagogical strategies, including 

storytelling, role-playing, and discussions 

that encourage critical thinking and self-

reflection (Syaiful & Anam, 2024). By 

instilling these moral values, Islamic 

education aims to prepare young 

individuals to become responsible 

citizens who contribute positively to 

society. 

 

3. Ethical Behavior: Ethical behavior 

refers to actions that align with moral 

values and principles. It encompasses the 

choices individuals make in their daily 

lives, reflecting their understanding of 
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right and wrong (Warsah et al., 2024). 

Islamic education plays a pivotal role in 

shaping ethical behavior by providing 

students with the tools to make informed 

decisions based on their moral compass 

(Dulyapit & Ulfa, 2024). This includes 

understanding the consequences of their 

actions, recognizing the importance of 

accountability, and developing a sense of 

social responsibility. The emphasis on 

ethical behavior in Islamic education is 

crucial, as it not only impacts the 

individual but also contributes to the 

overall well-being of society (Moslimany 

et al., 2024). By fostering ethical 

behavior among youth, Islamic education 

helps build a more just and 

compassionate community, addressing 

the moral challenges faced by modern 

society. 

 

2. METHOD 

 

This research employs a qualitative approach, 

specifically utilizing a literature study to explore 

the role of Islamic education in promoting 

moral and ethical values among modern youth. 

This methodology is particularly suitable for 

gaining an in-depth understanding of complex 

social phenomena, allowing for the synthesis of 

existing knowledge and theoretical frameworks 

(Creswell & Poth, 2016). The primary sources of 

data for this study include peer-reviewed 

journal articles, books, and reputable online 

databases that focus on Islamic education, 

moral development, and youth behavior. By 

examining a wide range of academic literature 

published in the last five years, this study aims 

to provide a comprehensive overview of the 

current discourse surrounding the influence of 

Islamic education on moral and ethical values 

(Dulyapit & Ulfa, 2024). 

 

Data collection techniques involve systematic 

searching and reviewing of relevant literature 

using keywords such as "Islamic education," 

"moral values," "youth ethics," and "ethical 

behavior." This process includes selecting 

articles from databases such as Google Scholar, 

JSTOR, and other academic repositories to 

ensure the inclusion of high-quality and 

reputable sources (Syaiful & Anam, 2024). The 

selected literature is then analyzed through 

thematic analysis, which involves identifying, 

analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) 

within the data. This method allows for the 

extraction of key insights regarding the 

pedagogical strategies employed in Islamic 

education and their impact on the moral 

development of youth (Braun & Clarke, 2022). 

By synthesizing the findings from various 

studies, this research aims to contribute to the 

understanding of how Islamic education can 

effectively promote moral and ethical values 

among modern youth, ultimately providing 

valuable implications for educators and 

policymakers (Dulyapit & Ulfa, 2024: Warsah et 

al., 2024). 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The role of Islamic education in promoting 

moral and ethical values among modern youth 

is a multifaceted subject that merits 

comprehensive exploration. In an era 

characterized by rapid technological 

advancements, globalization, and shifting 

cultural norms, the importance of instilling 

strong ethical foundations in young people 

cannot be overstated. Islamic education serves 

as a pivotal framework that not only imparts 

religious knowledge but also emphasizes the 

cultivation of moral character and ethical 

behavior in accordance with the teachings of 

Islam. The integration of these teachings into 

the educational experiences of youth is essential 

for fostering a generation that is not only 
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knowledgeable but also morally grounded (Ali, 

2021). 

Islamic education encompasses a variety of 

pedagogical approaches aimed at nurturing the 

spiritual, intellectual, and moral dimensions of 

students. It is through this holistic approach 

that young individuals learn the significance of 

values such as honesty, integrity, compassion, 

and social responsibility (Khan & Malik, 2019). 

The teachings of the Qur’an and the Hadith 

provide a foundational basis for these values, 

guiding youth in their interactions with others 

and in their decision-making processes 

(Zainuddin & Rahman, 2022). For instance, the 

emphasis on honesty is deeply rooted in Islamic 

teachings, as exemplified in the saying of the 

Prophet Muhammad: “Truthfulness leads to 

righteousness, and righteousness leads to 

Paradise” (Al-Qaradawi, 2020). Such teachings 

encourage youth to internalize the importance 

of truthfulness in their daily lives, fostering a 

culture of integrity that is essential for personal 

and communal development. 

 

Moreover, the role of Islamic education extends 

beyond the mere transmission of knowledge; it 

actively engages students in critical reflection 

and moral reasoning. This engagement is 

crucial in helping youth navigate the 

complexities of modern life, where they are 

often confronted with ethical dilemmas and 

conflicting values (Siddiqui, 2021). Research 

indicates that students who are exposed to 

Islamic educational practices that emphasize 

critical thinking and ethical reasoning are better 

equipped to make informed decisions when 

faced with moral challenges (Hussain et al., 

2019). This is particularly relevant in today’s 

society, where the influence of social media and 

peer pressure can often lead youth astray from 

their moral compasses. 

 

In addition to fostering individual moral 

development, Islamic education also plays a 

significant role in promoting social cohesion 

and community engagement among youth. The 

teachings of Islam encourage individuals to care 

for one another and to contribute positively to 

society (Khan & Ali, 2022). This is evident in 

the Islamic principles of charity (zakat) and 

community service, which are integral to the 

faith. By participating in charitable activities, 

youth not only fulfill their religious obligations 

but also develop a sense of empathy and social 

responsibility (Jamal et al., 2023). Studies have 

shown that youth who engage in community 

service projects are more likely to develop a 

strong sense of social justice and a commitment 

to helping others, reflecting the core values of 

Islam (Bashir & Majeed, 2021). This 

engagement not only benefits the community 

but also enriches the lives of the youth 

themselves, fostering a sense of belonging and 

purpose. 

 

Furthermore, the practice of Islamic education 

promotes self-discipline and self-control, which 

are essential attributes for personal 

development and success in various aspects of 

life (Alam et al., 2020). The regular observance 

of prayers, fasting during Ramadan, and the act 

of giving zakat instill a sense of discipline that 

transcends religious observance and influences 

other areas of life (Khan, 2021). For example, 

the discipline required to maintain regular 

prayers can translate into better time 

management skills and a stronger work ethic 

among youth. Research has indicated that 

students who practice self-discipline are more 

likely to achieve their academic and personal 

goals, as they are better equipped to resist 

distractions and stay focused on their objectives 

(Othman & Zainal, 2020). 

 

In the context of modern challenges, Islamic 

education provides a protective framework that 



This is an open access article under the CC BY License 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0). 

828 

helps youth navigate the complexities of 

contemporary society. The moral teachings of 

Islam serve as a guiding light, enabling young 

individuals to critically evaluate the information 

they encounter and make sound judgments 

(Zainuddin & Rahman, 2022). In an age where 

misinformation and negative influences are 

rampant, the ability to discern right from wrong 

is crucial for the well-being of youth. The 

emphasis on ethical reasoning within Islamic 

education encourages students to question 

societal norms and to align their actions with 

their moral beliefs (Alam et al., 2020). This 

critical engagement fosters resilience and 

empowers youth to stand firm in their values, 

even in the face of adversity. 

 

Moreover, the integration of technology in 

Islamic education has the potential to enhance 

the learning experience and make moral 

teachings more accessible to youth. Online 

platforms and digital resources can facilitate the 

dissemination of Islamic knowledge, allowing 

students to engage with educational content in 

innovative ways (Khan, 2021). This approach 

not only caters to the learning preferences of 

modern youth but also encourages them to 

explore Islamic teachings in a manner that 

resonates with their daily lives. By leveraging 

technology, educators can create interactive 

learning environments that promote ethical 

discussions and moral reasoning, thereby 

reinforcing the relevance of Islamic values in 

contemporary society (Hussain et al., 2019). 

 

The Foundation of Moral and Ethical 

Values in Islamic Education 

 

Islamic education serves as a fundamental 

framework for instilling moral and ethical 

values among modern youth. Rooted in the 

Quran and Hadith, Islamic teachings emphasize 

the importance of character development, 

integrity, and social responsibility. This 

educational approach aims to cultivate a holistic 

understanding of morality that transcends mere 

compliance with religious laws, encouraging 

individuals to internalize ethical principles in 

their daily lives. 

 

The Quran serves as the primary source of 

guidance, offering a comprehensive ethical 

framework that addresses various aspects of 

life. Verses that promote justice, compassion, 

and honesty provide a moral compass for young 

Muslims. For instance, the principle of justice is 

repeatedly emphasized, urging individuals to 

act fairly and uphold the rights of others. By 

integrating these teachings into educational 

curricula, Islamic education fosters a sense of 

accountability and encourages youth to reflect 

on their actions in relation to societal norms. 

 

Moreover, the role of teachers in Islamic 

education cannot be understated. Educators are 

not only responsible for imparting knowledge 

but also for exemplifying moral conduct. Their 

behavior serves as a model for students, 

reinforcing the teachings of Islam through 

practical application. This mentorship aspect is 

crucial, as young individuals often emulate the 

values and behaviors of their educators. By 

fostering a supportive and morally grounded 

environment, teachers can effectively guide 

students in their ethical development. 

 

In addition, Islamic education promotes critical 

thinking and ethical reasoning. Rather than 

merely accepting teachings at face value, 

students are encouraged to engage with the 

material, analyze its implications, and apply it 

to contemporary issues. This approach 

empowers youth to navigate complex moral 

dilemmas, fostering a sense of agency in 

decision-making processes. As they grapple 

with ethical questions, students develop a 
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deeper understanding of their responsibilities 

as members of society. 

 

Lastly, the integration of community service 

and social responsibility into Islamic education 

further reinforces moral values. Programs that 

encourage youth to participate in charitable 

activities and community development 

initiatives instill a sense of empathy and 

compassion. By actively engaging in service, 

young individuals can witness the impact of 

their actions on others, reinforcing the ethical 

teachings of Islam and fostering a commitment 

to social justice. 

 

The Influence of Modern Challenges on 

Moral Development 

 

In today's rapidly changing world, modern 

youth face a myriad of challenges that can 

impact their moral and ethical development. 

The influence of technology, social media, and 

globalization presents both opportunities and 

obstacles in the context of Islamic education. As 

youth navigate these complexities, it is essential 

to understand how these factors shape their 

values and ethical perspectives. 

 

The proliferation of social media platforms has 

transformed the way young people 

communicate and interact. While these 

platforms can facilitate positive connections 

and knowledge sharing, they can also expose 

youth to negative influences and harmful 

behaviors. Cyberbullying, misinformation, and 

the glorification of materialism can distort 

moral values, leading to confusion and ethical 

dilemmas. Islamic education must address 

these challenges by equipping students with the 

tools to critically evaluate online content and 

discern right from wrong. 

 

Furthermore, globalization has resulted in the 

blending of cultures and values, which can 

sometimes conflict with Islamic teachings. 

Young individuals may encounter diverse belief 

systems that challenge their understanding of 

morality. In this context, Islamic education 

plays a crucial role in reinforcing the 

importance of cultural identity and ethical 

principles. By providing a strong foundation in 

Islamic values, educators can help youth 

navigate cultural differences while remaining 

grounded in their beliefs. 

 

Additionally, the pressures of academic 

performance and societal expectations can lead 

to ethical compromises among youth. The 

competitive nature of modern education often 

prioritizes results over integrity, leading some 

individuals to engage in dishonest practices. 

Islamic education emphasizes the significance 

of honesty and hard work, encouraging students 

to uphold ethical standards even in the face of 

adversity. By instilling resilience and a 

commitment to ethical behavior, educators can 

empower youth to make principled choices. 

 

Moreover, the impact of peer influence cannot 

be overlooked. Young individuals are often 

swayed by their peers, leading to decisions that 

may contradict their moral values. Islamic 

education can address this issue by fostering a 

sense of community among students, 

encouraging them to support one another in 

making ethical choices. By creating a positive 

peer environment, educators can help youth 

resist negative influences and reinforce their 

commitment to moral principles. 

 

Strategies for Enhancing Moral and 

Ethical Education 

 

To effectively promote moral and ethical values 

among modern youth, Islamic education must 

employ diverse strategies that resonate with 
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their experiences and challenges. These 

strategies should encompass both formal 

education and informal learning opportunities, 

creating a comprehensive approach to moral 

development. 

 

One effective strategy is the incorporation of 

experiential learning into the curriculum. 

Activities such as role-playing, discussions, and 

community service projects allow students to 

apply ethical principles in real-life situations. 

For example, engaging in charity work not only 

reinforces the Islamic value of helping others 

but also provides youth with firsthand 

experience of the impact of their actions. This 

experiential approach fosters empathy and a 

deeper understanding of moral responsibilities. 

 

Another important strategy is the integration of 

contemporary issues into the Islamic education 

curriculum. By addressing topics such as 

environmental sustainability, social justice, and 

ethical consumerism, educators can connect 

traditional teachings with modern challenges. 

This relevance enhances students' engagement 

and encourages them to reflect on how Islamic 

values can guide their responses to 

contemporary moral dilemmas. By fostering 

critical thinking around these issues, educators 

can empower youth to become proactive ethical 

agents in society. 

 

Furthermore, mentorship programs that 

connect students with positive role models can 

significantly enhance moral development. By 

pairing youth with mentors who exemplify 

strong ethical values, educators can provide 

guidance and support in navigating moral 

challenges. These relationships foster a sense of 

belonging and encourage youth to seek advice 

and perspective from trusted individuals. 

Mentorship can also help students develop 

leadership skills, reinforcing their capacity to 

influence others positively. 

 

In addition, incorporating technology into 

Islamic education can enhance engagement and 

accessibility. Online platforms can facilitate 

discussions, provide resources, and connect 

students with experts in various fields. Virtual 

learning environments can also offer 

opportunities for collaborative projects that 

promote ethical values, allowing students to 

engage with peers from diverse backgrounds. 

By leveraging technology, educators can create 

dynamic learning experiences that resonate 

with modern youth. 

 

Lastly, parental involvement is crucial in 

reinforcing moral and ethical values. Educators 

should encourage parents to actively participate 

in their children's moral education by providing 

resources and guidance on how to instill Islamic 

values at home. Workshops and seminars can 

equip parents with the tools to foster ethical 

discussions and reinforce the teachings of 

Islamic education. By creating a partnership 

between educators and parents, a cohesive 

approach to moral development can be 

achieved. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

Islamic education plays a crucial role in 

promoting moral and ethical values among 

modern youth by providing a comprehensive 

framework that integrates spiritual, intellectual, 

and moral development. The findings of this 

literature review clearly indicate that the 

teachings of Islam foster essential values such 

as honesty, integrity, compassion, and social 

responsibility, which are vital for personal and 

communal growth. Furthermore, Islamic 

education equips youth with critical thinking 

skills and ethical reasoning, enabling them to 

navigate the complexities of contemporary 



This is an open access article under the CC BY License 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0). 

831 

society while adhering to their moral principles. 

The implications of this research suggest that 

educators, parents, and community leaders 

should prioritize the integration of Islamic 

values within educational curricula to effectively 

address the moral challenges faced by youth 

today. It is recommended that future studies 

explore innovative pedagogical strategies that 

leverage technology and interactive learning 

methods to enhance the delivery of Islamic 

teachings. Additionally, further research could 

investigate the long-term effects of Islamic 

education on youth behavior and societal 

contributions, thereby enriching the 

understanding of its impact on future 

generations. 
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