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ABSTRACT
KEY WORDS

) — The integration of digital tools in Islamic religious education (IRE) represents
Islamic Religious o - . . )
a significant shift in pedagogical practices, responding to the needs of modern

Education, Digital students in an increasingly digital world. This paper explores the potential of

Tools, Student
Engagement, Modern

digital tools, including online platforms, multimedia resources, and interactive
applications, in enhancing both engagement and understanding within Islamic
Learning, Educational religious education classrooms. By examining case studies from various
Technology educational settings, the study highlights how digital tools can facilitate
deeper learning experiences, making complex religious texts more accessible,
interactive, and relatable to students. The paper also addresses the challenges
and ethical considerations of incorporating digital resources into IRE, such as
maintaining religious authenticity and balancing technological dependence
with traditional teaching methods. Finally, it offers recommendations for
educators and institutions on effectively integrating digital tools into the
curriculum to foster an enriching learning environment that connects Islamic
teachings with the needs and interests of contemporary students.
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1. Introduction

The digital era has brought significant changes in
various aspects of life, including education. Islamic
religious education, as an integral part of the
education also needs to adapt to
technological developments to answer the challenges
of the times (Al-Ashqar, 2020). Although the use of
technology in general education has been widely
discussed, research on the integration of digital tools
in Islamic religious education is still relatively
limited, creating a significant research gap (Hussain
et al., 2018).

system,

The integration of digital tools in Islamic religious
education creates a new paradigm that supports
learning that is more interactive and relevant to the
needs of students in the digital era. Digital tools such
as mobile-based learning apps, interactive video
platforms, and social media have been used to
introduce Islamic religious education materials in a
more engaging and accessible way. For example, the
digital application of the Qur'an and its interpretation
not only allows students to read the sacred text, but
also understand its context through the audio-visual
explanations provided (Rahman & Yusuf, 2022).
Social media is also used to discuss and share
religious knowledge in the wider digital community,
providing a space for interaction that is not limited by
space and time (Yusoff et al., 2020).

The use of this digital tool not only provides benefits
in the aspect of material delivery, but also increases
student engagement. Technology-based learning
allows students to actively participate through online
quizzes, simulations, and interactive learning videos
(Anderson & Mayes, 2019). In the context of Islamic
religious education, this interactive feature can help
students understand the moral and spiritual values
taught in Islam in a more practical and relevant way
to daily life (Mahmoud, 2021). However, the
effectiveness of these digital tools depends on the
readiness of educators and students to use technology
to the fullest. Training for educators and the
procurement of adequate infrastructure are important
aspects that must be considered.

@ @ This is an open access article under the CC BY License
v (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

On the other hand, challenges remain, such as
unequal access to technology and concerns about the
use of digital tools that can reduce the authenticity of
Islamic religious teaching (Zamzami, 2021).
Therefore, the wuse of digital tools must be
accompanied by clear guidelines to maintain the
essence of Islamic religious teachings while taking
advantage of the advantages of technology. With a
planned and strategic approach, digital tools can be
an effective means to support Islamic religious
learning in the modern era, enriching the student
experience without compromising the traditional
values that underlie it

Previous studies have shown that digital tools can
increase student engagement through interactive and
engaging learning (Anderson & Mayes, 2019).
However, the implementation of technology in the
context of Islamic religious education is often
hampered by a lack of infrastructure, teacher training,
and concerns about the loss of traditional values
(Mahmoud, 2021). In addition, many studies focus
more on the technical aspects of digital tools without
discussing how they can effectively support students'
deep understanding of Islamic religious values
(Yusoff et al., 2020).

This research aims to fill this gap by exploring how
digital tools can be integrated in Islamic religious
education to improve student engagement and
understanding. A qualitative approach based on
literature studies is used to analyze best practices and
challenges faced in this process. This is important to
answer the needs of the modern era while
maintaining the essence of Islamic
education (Rahman & Yusuf, 2022).

religious

In particular, the study offers new contributions by
identifying implementation strategies that can
overcome barriers and maximize the potential of
digital tools. The findings of this study are expected
to provide practical benefits for educators and
policymakers in designing relevant technology-based
curricula, as well as theoretical contributions to the
development of literature in the field of Islamic
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religious education in the digital era (Zamzami,
2021).

2. Methodology

This study uses a qualitative approach with the type
of literature study research. Literature studies were
chosen because they allow researchers to explore
and analyze a wide range of relevant literature,
including journal articles, books, research reports,
and other documents related to the integration of
digital tools in Islamic religious education. This
type of research aims to identify, understand, and
synthesize existing findings to provide new insights
in the context of religious education in the digital
era (Snyder, 2019).

The data sources in this study consist of primary and
secondary data sources. Primary data comes from
the latest journal articles that contain empirical
research on the use of technology in Islamic
religious education. Meanwhile, secondary data
includes books, reports, and other documents
relevant to the research topic. This data source was
obtained through systematic searches in academic
databases such as Scopus, Google Scholar, and
ProQuest, using keywords such as "digital tools,"
"Islamic education," and "student engagement."

Data collection is carried out through a systematic
literature review process, which involves

identifying relevant literature, critical evaluation of
the content of the literature, and organizing
information based on predetermined themes
(Kitchenham, 2004). This technique ensures that the
data used is valid and relevant to answer the
research objectives.

Data analysis was carried out using the content
analysis method, where researchers reviewed the
content of the literature to identify research patterns,
themes, and gaps (Krippendorff, 2018). The
collected data is organized and categorized to
facilitate the interpretation and preparation of
findings. With this method, this study seeks to make
theoretical and practical contributions on how to
integrate digital tools in Islamic religious education
effectively.

3. Result and Discussion

The following table presents the literature data that is
the result of the selection of several related articles
found in this study. The following ten articles were
selected based on their relevance to the research topic,
the quality of the journal in which the article was
published, and their contribution in answering the
research objective, which is the integration of digital
tools in Islamic religious education to increase
student engagement and understanding.

No Author & Year Title

Findings

Hussain, Z., Amin, Challenges in the Integration of

R., 2018 ICT in Islamic Education

Highlight the challenges of technology integration
in Islamic education, including infrastructure and
teacher training.

Preserving Islamic Values in

Mahmoud, S-, 2021 Digil‘al Classrooms

Explain how technology can support Islamic values
as long as it is used with clear principles and strict
supervision.

Yusoff, N., Rahim The Impact of Digital Tools on

N. A., 2020 Studies

> Student Engagement in Religious

Discuss how digital tools can improve student
engagement through interactive learning.

Rahman, M., Technology Adoption in Islamic

Yusuf, A., 2022 Pedagogy

Presenting a model of technology adoption in
Islamic religious education by paying attention to
local challenges.

Anderson, T., Interactive Learning in Digital

Mayes, J. T., 2019 Environments

Explain the principles of technology-based
interactive learning and its potential in learning
religious values.

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
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No

Author & Year Title

Findings

Innovation in Teaching Islamic

Zamzami, A., 2021 Religious Education

Discussing technological innovations in the Islamic
religious education curriculum to increase the
relevance of the material.

Al-Ashqar, M.,

2020 Islamic Education

The Role of Technology in Modern

Identify the role of technology as a tool in
conveying complex religious concepts.

Digital Pedagogy in Islamic
” Religious Education:
Opportunities and Challenges

Khan, A., Aziz, M
2021

Reviewing the opportunities and challenges of
digitalization in Islamic learning, including the
need for technology-based pedagogy.

The Effectiveness of Online

Saleh, I. A., 2020 Platforms in Islamic Studies

Highlighting the effectiveness of online platforms
in delivering Islamic religious lessons to students.

Nurhasanah, S., Developing Digital Learning
Setiawan, R., 2019 Materials for Islamic Education

Outline the development of digital learning
materials for Islamic religious education with a
local context-based approach.

This table helps to provide a thorough understanding
of the existing research landscape as well as provides
a conceptual basis for the synthesis of findings in this
article.

The results of the selection of the ten articles above
show that research on the integration of digital tools
in Islamic religious education has progressed,
although there are still some gaps that need to be
bridged. In general, the findings from various articles
indicate that digital technology provides a great
opportunity to increase student engagement and make
it easier to understand the concept of Islam. Articles
from Hussain et al. (2018) and Mahmoud (2021)
highlight key challenges in the implementation of
technology, such as limited infrastructure, lack of
training for teachers, and concerns about the loss of
the essence of Islamic values in digital-based
learning. This shows the importance of systemic
support from educational institutions to maximize the
potential of technology.

The articles Yusoff et al. (2020) and Anderson &
Mayes (2019) provide a perspective on how digital
tools can create more interactive and engaging
learning. Their research shows that technologies such
as interactive quiz apps, learning videos, and
simulations can significantly student
engagement. This student engagement is important

improve

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
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because it encourages active participation, which is
often a challenge in conventional learning methods.
However, its effectiveness is highly dependent on the
design and implementation of technology that is
appropriate for the context of religious education.

In terms of pedagogy, Rahman & Yusuf (2022) and
Zamzami (2021) highlight the need for an integrated
approach to ensure technology can support the
achievement of Islamic religious education goals.
This article emphasizes the importance of designing
learning models that take into account local
challenges, such as internet access and the availability
of digital devices. Thus, the integration of technology
requires not only digital tools, but also a supportive

pedagogical strategy.

The research of Khan & Aziz (2021) and Saleh (2020)
provides an overview of the opportunities and
challenges that arise from the use of online platforms
in Islamic religious education. Online platforms allow
for wider access to learning materials, but they also
risk reducing personal interaction between teachers
and students. This is a challenge for Islamic religious
education, which usually emphasizes the personal
relationship between educators and students in
conveying religious values.
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Furthermore, the article Nurhasanah & Setiawan
(2019) highlights the importance of developing
digital learning materials that are in accordance with
the local context. This research provides insight that
digital learning materials need to be -carefully
designed to ensure their relevance and relevance to
traditional Islamic values. This local context-based
approach is also important to address the gap between
global technology and the needs of religious
education in a given society.

Overall, the results of the literature review show that
the integration of digital tools in Islamic religious
education has great potential, but requires a strategic
and planned approach. The of the
implementation of the technology depends not only
on the tools used, but also on the pedagogical design,
training of educators, and attention to Islamic
religious values. Therefore, this study underscores the
need for collaboration between educators,
policymakers, and technology developers to ensure
that digital technology can be used effectively in
supporting Islamic religious learning in the modern
era.

SuUCCesS

Discussion and Analysis

The integration of digital tools in Islamic religious
education shows interesting dynamics that are
relevant to the needs of education in the modern era.
From the results of the literature review, it was found
that technology has great potential to increase student
engagement and help them understand the concept of
Islam in a more contextual way. However, key
challenges such as unequal access to technology,
teacher readiness, and concerns about erosion of
traditional values remain significant issues. This
phenomenon is in line with the reality in various
developing countries, including Indonesia, where
technological infrastructure is uneven and training for
teachers is still limited.

In line with constructivist learning theory that
emphasizes the active role of students in the learning
process (Piaget, 1970), the use of digital tools can
create a more interactive learning environment. The

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
EY

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

article Yusoff et al. (2020) shows that technologies
such as learning applications and interactive videos
are able to facilitate exploration-based learning,
where students can understand Islamic religious
material through various supporting media. This
reflects the relevance of technology in creating a more
dynamic learning experience than conventional
methods.

However, it is important to consider the social and
cultural context in the implementation of the
technology. Mahmoud (2021) emphasized that the
use of digital tools in Islamic religious education must
be adjusted to the core values of Islam. This means
that digital content must be carefully designed to
ensure not only academic relevance but also in
accordance with religious teachings. In Indonesia,
this concern is relevant given the cultural diversity
and religious understanding that exists.

In addition, the technology adoption model proposed
by Rahman & Yusuf (2022) provides strategic
insights into how technology can be applied in the
modern classroom. With a planned approach,
technology is not only a teaching tool but also a
medium to build a deep understanding of Islamic
values. In this regard, support from educational
institutions and the government is essential to provide
adequate training for educators.

Local context is also a key factor in the successful
implementation of technology. The article
Nurhasanah & Setiawan (2019) emphasizes that
digital learning materials must be designed based on
local needs and realities. For example, the use of
technology that supports regional languages or
adaptation to the socio-economic conditions of the
community can increase the effectiveness of learning.
In this case, a locally-based approach can bridge the
gap between technological globalization and the
needs of religious education.

In terms of student engagement, the findings show
that technology can create a more engaging learning
experience. This supports the theory of learning
motivation (Deci & Ryan, 1985), where interactive
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and relevant learning to students' lives can increase
their intrinsic motivation. Thus, the use of digital
tools such as simulations and online quizzes not only
makes learning more enjoyable but also increases
student active participation.

However, another challenge that arises is the risk of
reducing personal interaction between teachers and
students.  Islamic education  often
emphasizes the importance of personal relationships
to convey moral and spiritual values. Therefore,
technology should be seen as a complement, not a
replacement, of these interactions. This is in line with
the views of Khan & Aziz (2021), who emphasized
the importance of a balanced pedagogy between

religious

technology and traditional approaches.

The author's comment on these findings is that digital
technology does have great potential to improve the
quality of Islamic religious education, but its
implementation requires special attention. As a tool,
technology should be designed to support religious
values, not replace them. In this case, collaboration
between technology developers, educators, and
policymakers is urgently needed.

Overall, this discussion underscored the importance
of a holistic approach in the integration of technology
into Islamic religious education. In addition to
providing digital tools, educational institutions need
to build a supportive ecosystem, including teacher
training, the development of local materials, and the
strengthening of religious values. With these steps,
technology can be an effective means to answer the
needs of learning in the modern era without losing the
essence of Islamic religious education.

Therefore, this research makes an important
contribution in understanding how digital tools can be
used strategically in Islamic religious education.
These findings are relevant not only for educators but
also for policymakers who want to promote
technology-based learning amid the challenges of
globalization.

This is an open access article under the CC BY License
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

4. Conclusion

The results of this study show that the integration of
digital tools in Islamic religious education has great
potential to increase student involvement and
understanding in the learning process. Digital tools
such as learning applications, online platforms, and
interactive media are able to create a more dynamic
learning experience that is relevant to the needs of
students in the modern era. However, the success of
the implementation of this technology is highly
dependent on the readiness of infrastructure, the
competence of educators, and the design of materials
in accordance with Islamic values. Therefore,
technology should be seen as a complement that
supports traditional learning, not as a substitute.

In addition to the opportunities offered, the results of
the study also identified a number of challenges, such
as the risk of reducing personal interaction between
teachers and students, unequal access to technology,
and concerns about the loss of the essence of
religious values in technology-based learning. To
overcome this, a holistic approach is needed that
includes strengthening teacher competence through
training, the development of locally-based learning
materials, and strict supervision of the use of
technology to remain in line with Islamic values.

This research makes theoretical and practical
contributions by offering insights into effective
technology implementation strategies in Islamic
religious education. However, there is room for
further research, especially in exploring the long-
term impact of the use of technology on students'
understanding of Islamic values. In addition, further
research can focus on developing technology-based
learning models that can be adopted in various
cultural and social contexts, including in
communities with limited technological
infrastructure. This recommendation is expected to
enrich the literature and provide more concrete
solutions to the challenges faced in Islamic religious
education in the digital era.
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